INTRODUCTION 

0.1 Background and Language Classification. 

Tboli is the language of some 50-60,000 people spread 
over a wide area in the province of South Cotabato, 
southern Mindanao, Philippines. They are bordered to the 
east by Blaan (Bilaan) and to the west and north by Cotabato 
Manobo. There are groups of Blaan and Maguindanao who share 
the southern coastline with the Tboli, from Maitum to General 
Santos. 

Tboli is an Austronesian language classified by Dyen 
(I965) in the Bilic Subfamily of the Sulic Hesion of the 
Philippine Hesiono The two meipbers of the Bilic Subfamily 
are Tboli and Blaan (called Tagabili and Bilaan respectively 
in Dyen's classification). 

A few phonological variations have been noted in the 
Tboli language dependent on geographical area. These have 
to do with shifts in vowel quality and interchanging of the 
phonemes h and fo 

The people to the north and west of Lake Sebu, 
municipality of Suralah, refer to themselves and are 
referred to by other Tboli as Ubu. However, they are Tboli 
and not of the Manobo family although there is intermingling 
at the borders with the Cotabato Manobo people. 

0o2 Objective. 

The aim of this grammar is to make available to scholars 
of the linguistic world and to anyone else interested, data 
and a suggested analysis for a little known language of the 
worldo 
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